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Faivo snd Marna Bargomi
(Ao outside Fainbos
Landon, whsno The chamndelors
rangs imm charming snghe-
lamp reproductions ol £175 to
an 18th-century plece with 18
|msmeps. = il paad B Dl aned
worlh ET5,000, Tha slsog

(o bett) also sois colouril
drmoplets that can e astached
o ey ehandelier [bop fight) for
dramatic effec] - 560 over

In the first of a new series, an expert sheds light on
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the colourful world of hanging glass ornamentation

abies Bergomis west London dhiandelier

':'il'lﬁrl_ Rainbow Loshkin .-.-;:q:ul-;!l.'.'r wath the

reflectod I:Hhr |::|[ ||:|IH.I.'|-:|.I'II:L'|- -:1f F;Ll.“ arxl
r_'r:r‘.'-1;1| perisas, 1;|n::||1h:L~: ancl beads, When e e
scl L the .\.!H'rp Fower years ago, he aalel mainly
French furnitune and other Foems of lightng. Bue
Ive soson resilised thar chiamdeliems wene chie Agkiin,
and now concenteites on them. Fibio seslls both
arfginuls (sourced in faly and France by Maria, his
mather, who's been in te antigues buslness for
25 years) and mepredlocions. “In o modem seting
vise can make o amemnent with one chandelier,'
says Fabip. ‘Orginals ane more expensive,
many reprodecions have the same effcot.’

Mosmt ol Ratnbiow Lomdon’s chandelics diie
from (e 18505 o dhe 19308 — the oldear 5 o
Gienoese design from 1857 — bur all are fresiored
and rewired before they leave the shop. Two
vodrs ago, the family began 1o oreste their own

clundeliers, using anticue designg 48 inspiriion
The Luj.p:r Qs are e |'|}' 4 COMmMpany
in Flogemwee: e small ones, with absour 20060
b=, are hged-pseembled h:.' Maria hersclf, at
hame near Lake Gardid, Each chandelier mkes
el Pwis I'Jil].'.‘\. s ] gk

The ahops fange has ecently cxpoanded to
iehude plass deoples handmade in Venice, in
three shapes and elghi colours, “We were inspincd
by the Venetizn and Florentine chandeliers from
the Twenties, which were the firg 10 inclode
codouned glass,” he says. Fabio only reproduces
sl colosirs popiikar in the Twenties such as
amelliyst and amiber which produce @ glorious
ellect whion added o o chandelier,

Rainbow Lomdon's decortive droplets have
become @ favouriie with oustomers wishing 1o
update 3 chandelies, add o contemporry edge ©
n classio pieoe, or :in:lplg,' crezle an cffect for a
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special oocaston. Transforming a chandelber i a
simple operation,’ says Fabio, “You just amach
the droples carefully (o existing chains. | prefer
t reake 8 symmetrical arangement bur ics a
matter of pesona aste.’

Fabio ndvises simple steps w avoid disasier:
‘Make sure pouw move around the chandelier,
don't twist it as you ansch the deoplets, and lay
a thick blanket on the floor beneath you so that
draplets won't shater If they falll Before you
start, make 3 rough skerch to keep track of what
vou're doing and always work from the inside
out, Working on a chandelier is tiing on hands
and arms, 20 mke fregquent ress, and whon
vens're finshed, dean off any fingerrnt marks
with an ordinzry bathroom cdeener dabbed on a
soft cloth, then wipe with a clean, damp cidh’

And, with =0 many chandeliers 1w care for,
Fabio knows a thing or two about maingiining
ghitver: “If we get o really fikhy one in, we spriay
it with a bath cleaning-mowsse, then shower it
off,) he expluins “Bur usually caring for 2
chandelier means regubar dusting with an ostrich-
fenther duster and cleaning the crystal now and
then We get out a bcbder and clean each droplet
with a cloth sprayed with wincdow cleaner or
vinegar,” It mgght be dme-consomdngs, bt it's
abwviously a labour of love.

Rainbow London’s Murano glass droplets (dght)
coene i decp Blue, aquansinne, green, red, pink,
amber, amcthys and dear Small teandrops
(5. 5cm) cost £2 each; larpe teardrops (7.5cm),
&2 50 cachy; lollipop droplets (5.5cm), £2.50 each.
Theey are available by mall orcer; p&p lor up o
10 droplets ks £2 per omder. Rainbow London is al
329 Lillie Road, London SW0, Call 020 7385 1323
of visit www.rinbowlondon.com.

Faio chose i dropkas bocauss s such B festhe oolour,
A, sirgie oolour produces 8 mione stylish resull, Dut i you prader
acombination of colours, tha efiect tends 10 bo ouita Erasi.

« A sturchy pair of steps « A par of small, fong-nosed phers
# A ey ceopiets as you want bo use,

oo yous SEE, Bet U your Steps, miakdng surd thisy ang
gecure — Ifposshie, neve someons hoid them for you. Move
therm B 85 Yo work, round thi chiinckeer by gegrees.
1 Hiold i & droplet and decids on RS posion,

2 Lisig the pliars, twist the drophet wire and ook it over
the chandelier wira, Bia canshul nof 10 fug on the chandelier.
3 Twist the dmopist wine dowrmeeds untd £ 5 secum. Don't
Bviat 00 tighthy ~ you mary veant b ramena it iater.

4 /g an sllermalive, you coud uip oleop aropiets (o geae an
afpqether cifferent ofiec norm th baardeops.




